Falcon High School

Guitar Class Syllabus
Mr. Divine, 495-1149 x7054, jdivine@d49.org
2007-2008
Course Description: 

The emphasis in this course is on basic musicianship, music reading, learning the parts of the guitar and learning how to play the guitar. Students will learn how to play musical notes and also how to play chords, including “power chords”.
Performance Objectives:

· Read music from the treble staff
· Practice tuning a guitar

· Perform both as a soloist and as part of an ensemble

· Develop one’s own expressive interpretation
· Evaluate the expressiveness in others' performance
· Improvise
· Evaluate quality and effectiveness of one’s musical performances
· understand the relationships between music and the other arts, history, culture, math, reading and science
Materials:

· Acoustic guitar (steel or nylon strings) with case, pick, and tuner (student supplied and needed by August 13, 2007)
· Fast Track Guitar Method Book 1  (teacher provided)
· Various Supplementary Material and Music (teacher provided)

· Folder to keep music handouts organized (student supplied)

Grading:

Class Participation


30%



Students will start the term with 100% in the class participation category. Points will be 


deducted if student does not have his/her guitar, music, or fails to participate fully. If the 


grade in this category falls below 90%, a parent/guardian will be contacted.

Performance & Written Assessments
70%


Students will have periodic performance assessments. Daily practice is needed to pass 


these assessments. Students will be given a 100% if they meet the standard, 90% if they 


are close, or a 0% if much more work is needed. Students have three weeks to re-take a 


test to bring it to a score of 90 or 100.

Teaching Strategy:
Visual, auditory, kinetic, hands-on

Expectations

· Learn to read music notes from the treble clef, including whole, half, and quarter notes

· Learn how to tune a guitar

· Discuss the history of the guitar

· Complete lessons 1-6 in the Fast Track Guitar Method Book

· Performance assessments as part of class

· Refine guitar tuning technique

· Analyze the history of music as it relates to guitar and contemporary music

· Learn chord tablature

· Learn major and minor chords
· Complete lessons 7-11 in the Fast Track Guitar Method Book.

· Prepare for class small group performance
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